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Tue Oricin or CurisTIANITY ; OR, 
TRUTH DRAWN FROM FaBLeEs. 
Cuar 1. 

(Continued from our last.) 

All modern writers of sense, even 
among those who do not attack 
Christianity, admit that nothing is 
historically known, from profane 
works, concerning the Christian re- 
ligion previous to the middle of the 
second century. Therefore, the 
above mentioned date being estab- 
lished as that of the probable origin 
of this sect, in so far as it is connect- 
ed with Judaism, with the city of Je- 
rusalem, with Galilea, it becomes 
less diffic ilt to account for the grad- 
ual formation of the Christian reli- 
gion out of Jewish, Heathen, Pytha- 
gorean and Platonic materials. 

Another passage in Matthew Chap. 
Xviii v. 17 corroborates the opinion 
of the late date of the composition 
of this Gospel the most ancient of 
the four. ‘* And if he shall neglect to 
hear them, tell it unto the Church : 
but if he neglect to hear the Church, 
let him be unto thee as a heathen 
man anda publican.” This law is 
taken from the Pentateuch, and 
Church means Congregation, and is 
substituted to Synagogue or Council 
of the Elders ; but during the life of 
Jesus and many years after his sup- 
posed death, the Christians had no 
Council that could be called a 
Church, haying civil and religious 
jurisdiction over its members ; and 
is evident that Jesus in the forgoing 
passage does not allude to the Syn- 


agogues, where at that race of vipers, 
the Pharisees, his mortal enemies. 
It is also unquestionable, that the 
primitive Christians, such as Parl, 
continued to practice the ceremonies 
of Judaism, and that it was only long 
after that they established seperate 
communities, the organization of 
which was very imperfect at first, 
and possessed little or no civil juris- 
diction over the brethren, who were 
repeatedly reproached by the Elders 
with resorting tothe Roman tribu- 
nals for the decision of contentious 
matters, instead of hearing them de- 
cided by their own Churches or 
communities. Therefore, the term 
Church in the passage alluded to, 
is an additional and strong proof of 
the gospel of Matthew having been 
written long after the taking of Je- 
rusalem by Titus, and when the 
Christians were regularly organized, 
and recognized a civil jurisdiction 
peculiar to their congregations. 

To those who have not fully ex- 
amined the subject, and consulted 
the earliest writers for and against 
the Christian Religion, it may seem 
strange that a difference of so many 
years should exist between the date 
assigned by the four Evangelists to 
the birth and death of Jesus, and 
those which we here suppose, by re- 
fering all that is said of him to his 
name-sake Jesus, the son of Ananus 
killed during the siege of Jerusalem. 
The following observations will, we 

trust, convince the reader, that we 
have no positive historical date by 
means of which we can determine 
the real epoch of the birth and death 
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of the Christian Jesus, son of Jo- 
seph and Mary. 

In the first place, the four Evan- 
gelists do not agree as to the precise 
age at which Jesus died, and the 
difference is of about three years 
between them. St. [renzus who 
pretends to be better informed on this 
head, asserts that Jesus died at the 
age of between 50 and 60 years, 
and says he had received information 
from some of the earliest disciples of 
Jesus. Again, Luke tells us, that 
Jesus was born in the year when 
Cyrenius Governor of Syria proceed- 
ed to take the census ordered by Au- 
gustus,and Matthew tells us that Je- 
sus was born in the last year or years 
of Herod the Great. But we know 
from the most positive authorities,that 
Cyrenius was only appointed Gov- 
ernor of Syria and Judea about 10 
years after the death of Herod. At 
that time Quinctilius Varus held the 
Government of Syria, and we know 
that the census took place 37 years 
after the battle of Actium, thatis, ten 
years after the death of Herod. 
Here we have an anachronism of ten 
years, on the most important point of 
this narrative, and which would of 
itself be sufficient for our Christian 
critics to reject any Brahminical or 
Persian legend as spurious; but 
which hardly seems to stagger their 
credulity ; or, rather, which their 
hypocrisy overlooks. Such an 
anachronism on an event, said to 
have taken place so few years before 
the assumed date of the gospels, at 
once convicts their authors of false- 
hood, not only on this date, but on 
many other facts connected with it. 
If Jesus was born ten years after 
the death of Herod, then his horrid 
and absurd slaying of the children, 
the tale of the Magi, the flight into 
Egypt, are all fabulous; and if we 
suppose Matthew to be correct, then 
Luke must have perverted the truth. 
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Whom are we to believe? Good 
sense and sound criticism tell us, 
disbelieve both. 

In the Jewish life of Jesus, enti- 
tled Sepher Toldos Jeschut, which is 
of a very ancient date, probably of 
the second century, the birth of Je- 
sus is placed under the king of Ju- 
dea, Alexander Janneus, about the 
time of Sylla’s dictature. A very 
singular circumstance which we find 
related in this book, coincides with 
the fact mentioned in the very an- 
cient gospel of Nichodemus: in 
both, Judas is represented, not asa 
disciple or follower of Jesus, but, on 
the contrary, as a member of the 
synagogue, and one of his stern 
opponents. It is also known to 
every person acquainted with chro- 
nology, that our era commencing 
from the birth of Christ, was only 
introduced and adopted a century 
after it was proposed under the em- 
peror Justinian, by the monk Dio- 
niscius, whose opinion, although 
certainly erroneous, prevailed over 
eight other ones that were at the 
time maintained by different writers. 
Thus it happens that our present 
era begins four years after the death 
of Herod; being, therefore, doubly 
false, and equally opposed: to the 
text of Matthew and to that of Luke. 
When it was adopted, the ignorance 
of the clergy was such, that they did 
not perceive the absurdity of. the 
system of Dionysius; and when 
this was afterwards fully proved, it 
was thought better to let matters 
stand as they were, not to throw 
greater confusion in the dates of 
events recorded after this false chro- 
nology. 

Among the factious leaders pun- 
ished under the protectorship of Pon 
tius Pilate, many of whom are men- 
tioned by. Josephus, who gave them- 
selves for prophets, and led away the 
credulous Jews, groaning under their 
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Roman oppressors, very much dis- 
posed to break the yoke, and hoping 
for a new Macchabee as their deli- 
verer, there may have been some ob- 
scvre man by the name of Jesus, a 
very common one among the Jews ; 
or this name having become famous 
from the prediction and extraordina- 
ry death of the Jesus son of Anan- 
us, it may have been substituted to 
that of Judas or any other of the lea- 
ders mentioned by Josephus as hav- 
ing excited seditions in the time of 
Pontius Pilate. What gives some 
probability to this very natural sup- 
position, is that the forged passages 
concerning Jesus Christ, are inserted 
precisely among those paragraphs in 
which Josephus speaks of those se- 
ditious riots, excited under different 
pretexts by fanatical preachers. At 
any rate, if a man of the name of Je- 
sus was then executed, he must have 
been a very obscure individual, and 
his life and death equally so, since 
Josephus, who has noticed so many 
other insignificant enthusiasts, de- 
ploring the credulity of his country- 
men who allowed themselves to be 
duped by such imposters, has been 
silent about the supposed Jesus of 
Nazareth, son of Mary and of Joseph 
the carpenter. 
(To be Continued. ) 


For the Correspondent. 
Free Press AssociaTIon. 

Permit me, Mr. Editor, through 
the medium of your independent pa- 
per, which has already such a wide 
circulation, to proclaim to the world 
that there has been formed in the 
city of New-York a society, (that 
has adopted and subscribed a con- 
stitution) which bids fair to become 
a proud monument for future ages. 
Our religion is the religion of nature 
—the belief in one God; and our 
golden rule, to do to others as we 
would wish to be done by. Reason 
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will soon convince the most incredu- 
lous, that this belief is all we need 
in this world to make us happy, and 
to prepare ourselves for a more bles- 
sed state hereafter. 

The sacred banner is now un- 
furled with ‘‘ Truth” for its motto; 
and a rallying point established.— 
We invite all freemen who yet groan 
under the yoke of religious despots, 
to shake off their fetters and join 
with us in the good work: we have 
no founder of doubtful parentage to 
force upon them ; we lead them up 
to the fountain head. - We have no 
holy Mother, virgin, or myriads of 
saints to look up to. Our God is 
not the bible God, who visits the 
sins of the father upon his innocent 
offspring. Our God is a God of 
mercy, who will not punish mankind 
for not believing what they cannot 
understand. 

Citizens of this blessed country ! 
fellow freemen! take the earliest op- 
portunity to look seriously into your 
spiritual affairs. Who is the founder 
of your religion? How was he be- 
gotten? Howcameheiptothe world? 
You have been trained to your creed 
like a soldier for the army. Before 
you could read, you were taught to 
repeat, ‘‘ I believe in God the father, 
God the son, and God the holy ghost, 
and that these three make one.”— 
Before you arrived at the age of 
manhood, you were hurried on to 
make a public confession of this 
your-belief, and you were then cal- 
led a Christian. Now mark the 
policy of your rulers: they continu- 
ally add new links to the chain by 
which they hold you; they establish 
bible, nnssionary, tract, and even 
penny societies, (where the poor 
school boy is robbed of his penny 
to help to convert a little heathen, 
whilst he would have preferred to 
buy an apple with it.) At the head of 
these societies they generally place 
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some rich old dotard of high stand- 
ing, besides as many more rich fools 
as they can, to compose a board of 
commissioners. The same game is 
played with the female part of the 
creation: from them they derive 
their firmest support. Who can 
Withstand the application of a be- 
witching fair angel, who calls upon 
you for a little conttibution in the 
name of our saviour, to send out a 
missionary to convert the heathen ? 
holds out heaven as your reward— 
look at the tempter, think of the re- 
ward!!! 

Thus far crafty Priests have suc- 
ceeded. The president’s commis- 
sioners, and a host of under strap- 
pers, clerks, printers, their families, 
the famiktes of their families, &c. 
are bound, spell bound forever; they 
cannot get out. However ridiculous 
their belief is made to appear, they 
must defend it to the last; and now 
behold behind this formidable bul- 
wark, the little round bellied priest, 
laughing in his heart at all his dupes, 
and living high at their expense. If 
you presume to attack the bible like 
our nob!e champion, Thomas Paine, 

zout comes an apology, as if divine 

jaws needed any support from mor- 
talman. But it has so happened 
that this very apology has made 
more proselytes than the “ Age of 
Reason,” because to a man of com- 
mon sense it plainly shows the poor 
foundation of his belief, which is 
‘faith.’ Now the real sense of the 
word faith is to believe what you 
cannot understand; such as the 
virgin Mary bringing forth the child 
Jesus, and remaining a virgin not- 
withstanding!!! 

But let us be merciful ; the strength 
is all on our side; our adversaries 
are assailable every where; the 
great work is begun ; hence a 
spark will rise ; be converted into a 
flame and spread over the world. 
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Hence, 1 say, for the country which 
could condemn Carlisle to imprison- 
ment for ridiculing a pack of mounte- 
bank priests, and their own enslaved 
tools is not yet ripe for religious 
liberty. Let us hope to see the 
Star Spangled Banner proclaim to 
all mankind liberty in the full sense 
of the word. Our principles will 
strike terror into the heart of all re- 
ligious despots; the mask will fall 
from the face of the hypocrite, and 
vice will appear in all its hideous de- 
formity. From all parts of the 
world friends will range themselves 
under our banner. Like Cesar we 
will say Veni vide vincit. “ Truth” 
is our Shield; with it we enter the 
lists against superstition, mystery 





and fraud. Our success cannot be 
doubtful. A Deist. 
For the Correspondent. 


Tue Pustic Press. 

Mr. Editor: I have just received 
No. 1 of your Correspondent, and 
congratulate you on the noble stand 
you have made towards restoring 
mental liberty to man. And notwith- 
standing we boast of our civil inde- 
pendence, yet, the fact is, we are still 
slaves to priestly bondage. For our 
masters have effected such a union 
of church and state in this country, 
that there is not a single free and 
impartial paper to be found in it. I 
shall, therefore, not fail in contribut- 
ing my mite towards filling up the 
columns of your independent paper. 
And as Mr. Owen erected the first 
Light House for Reason and com- 
mon sense in the west, and you have 
raised another in the east, it is to be 
hoped that the time is near at hand, 
when the Editors of one great city 
will unite in one great effort to break 
their priestly chains, and declare 
their presses free for every candid 
and impartial discussion—and aid in 
convincing their priest-ridden read- 
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ers, of this simple, but solemn truth. 
If the Bible is from Gop,—all the 
Infidels in Heaven, Earth, and Hell 
cannot injure it. But if it is not, 
all the Priests in the world cannot 
make it so !—All that we unlearned 
doubters ask, is, a fair and impartial 
discussion with the learned clergy, be- 
fore the impartial tribunal of the 
people. 

To what a degraded state of bond- 
age have the American Editors re- 
duced themselves! For they are 
nearly as much the slaves of their 
priestly masters, as our Virginia ne- 
groes are to us,—for the former are 
compelled to publish every thing in 
favor of their masters, but dare not 
publish a single fact, or a paragraph 
of truth against them. Nay, if any 
man of the most exemplary morality 
and virtue, should find his seul over- 
whelmed with conscientious doubts, 
‘which his clergymen are too igno- 
rant to remove, and is finally com- 
pelled by his honesty and candor, to 
publish those doubts, in order to have 
the benefit of impartial advice from 
others, not a single Editor can be 
found, sufficiently honest, to insert 
such articles inhis paper! And yet, 
it is not because our Editors believe 
in the fables they support ; for I am 
convinced that the greater part of 
them laugh in private at the bigotry 
of the priests, as well as at the peo- 
ple who are so priest-ridden. It is, 
therefore, nothing but interest (inter- 
est as sordid as that of the priests,) 
which has induced them to abandon 
their mental liberty, and to aid in en- 
slaving that of their countrymen. 
They are well convinced of the pow- 
er and dangerous influence which the 
priests possess ; and also of, the end- 
less secret system of persecution which 
they adopt against every impartial 
Editor, by denouncing him in whis- 
pers or private conversations, as no 
better than an “ Infidel!” That 
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such a systematic course of perse- 
cution would operate powerfully in 
reducing the lists of bigoted subscrib- 
ers to papers, has been fully experi- 
enced—and this is the sole cause 
why the Editors have been compel- 
led to become tlie hypocrites which 
we now find them. But, “1 would 
rather be a dog and bay the moon” 
than such an American ! 

Nay, so thoroughly degraded had 
all our Editors become, that they 
were totally .regardléss of the disho- 
nor which such conduct inflicted on 
the character of this Demi-Free Na- 
tion. And notwithstanding, that I 
repeaiedly appealed to some, to re- 
trieve their honor, by shaking off 
their priestly yokes ; yet, it was all 
in vain. Although I feel grateful to 
Mr. Owen for introducing the first 
impartial paper among us,—yet I re- 
gret, that that honor was not achiev- 
ed by an American republican, in- 
stead of a subject of George the 4th. 
But this has been the age of incon- 
sistencies. Still I will hope that a 
new and more consistent era is now 
commenced, and will continue to im- 
prove in correct principles. 

According to our present system, 
our Senators and great men, may 
fight duels ; or gamble at cards and 
dice ; or bet thousands at the horse 
races; drink one bottle of wine and 
another of brandy every day; yet, 
if they pay one dollar a year to any 
priest, they are pronounced good 
christians, and friends to the church! 
Nay, the priests will dine at such 
great Christians’ tables, as often as 
they are invited. 

Thus, hypocrisy in. the priests, has 
produced hypocrisy among the peo- 
ple, and the only road now open to 
fame, honor, or wealth, is that of 
hypocrisy. And as there are always 
some honest souls, who have some 
doubts relative to religion; so are 
they compelled by the priests to dis- 
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guise or conceal them, under the 
priestly cant of “‘ forbearance :” un- 
til candor in religion is totally ban- 
ished, and hypocricy reigns trium- 
phant through the earth. 
_ C,. Scuvurtz. 
Schultz’s Range, Virginia. 
Feb. 10, 1827. 


Mosss, Jesus anp Manomer. 
(Continued from our last. ) 

The unhappy Jews, enchanted to 
see themselves adopted by the Lord 
of Lords, at the moment when they 
had just escaped from the most cruel 
of all servitudes, applauded Moses, 
and swore blind obedience to him.— 
His authority being confirmed, he 
sought perpetuity; and under the 
specious pretext of establishing the 
worship of God, (of whom he called 
himself the agent on earth,) he 
made his brother and his son chiefs 
of the Royal palace; that is, he 
placed them in the situation which 
appeared to him best suited to utter 
their oracles, and which were in 
the sight and presence of the peo- 
ple. After recurring to that which 
always has been practiced in new 
establishments, namely, miracles and 
prodigies, some were dazzled, and 
others were confounded. 

But cunning as Moses was, it 
would have cost him infinite trouble 
to haye reduced the people, if he 
had not been supported by force. 
Imposture without arms is rarely 
found to succeed. Among the vast 
number of victims who submitted 
blindly to this wilely legislator, he 
met with some sufficiently daring to 
reproach him to his face with his 
bad faith, telling him, that under 
false appearances of justice and 
equality, he had usurped every 
thing; that the royal authority had 
been united in his family, and none 
had the right to aspire to it; and 
finally, that instead of being a fa- 


per-human. 
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ther, he had been a tyrant to the peo- 
ple. On such occasions, Moses, 
like a profound politician, rid himself 
of these formidable opponents, and 
pardoned none who disapproved of 
his government. With these pre- 
cautions, and giving the colour of 
divine vengeance to such punish- 
ments, Moses reigned absolutely 
like a despot ; and in order to fin- 
ish as he had commenced, he con- 
cealed himself in a cave which he 
had dug in the midst of a solitude, to 
which he from time to time retired, 
under the pretext of conferring se- 
cretly with God. By adopting this 
course, he secured to himself the 
respect and submission of his vas- 
sals. Besides in choosing this mode 
of concealment, he calculated that 
his body would not be found after 
his death, and that the people would 
believe that God had taken him in 
order to make hira like himself.— 
Moses was not ignorant that the 
memory of the patriarchs who pre- 
ceded him, was highly venerated, 
and that their sepulchres were held 
sacred. But this was not sufficient 
to stisfy his ambition : it was neces- 
sary that they should reverence him 
as a God, over whom death had no 
dominion. This was obviously his 
meaning when he said at the be- 
ginning of his reign, ‘that it was 
decreed by Jehovah, that he was to 
be a God over Pharaoh.” Follow- 
ing his example, Elias, Romulus, 
Zamolisis, and many others, have 
had the foolish vanity of immortali- 
zing their names ; have concealed 
the time of their death, in order 
that they might be thought immor- 
tal. 

There has not indeed been one 
legislator who has not pretended 
that their laws emanated from the 
divinity, and endeavored to persuade 
others that they were something su- 
Numa Pompilius hav- 
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ing tasted the sweets of solitude, 
found it difficult to abandon it, al- 
though it was to occupy the throne 
of Romulus ; but being forced to it 
by public acclamation, he took ad- 
vantage of the superstition of the 
Romans, and inculcated that he con- 
versed with the Gods; which so 
completely engaged their attention 
while he was their king, that they 
determined to obey him blindly, and 
to observe religiously the laws and 
instructions which he pretended had 
been dictated to him by the nymph 
Egeria. 

Similar to this was the vanity of 
Alexander the Great. Not content 
with being master of the world, he 
sought to pass for the son of Jupiter. 
Perseus also pretended to owe his 
origin to the same God and the vir- 
gin Dande ; and Plato considered 
himself the son of Appollo and a 
virgin. There are, besides, other 
personages that I could mention, 
who were possessed with the same 
folly. 


Or Jesus. 


Jesus, who was not ignorant of 
the maxims and sciences of the 
Egyptians, generalized this opinion, 
because he thought it appropos to 
his designs. Considering how cele- 
brated it had made Moses, (notwith- 
standing he only ruled an ignorant 
people, ) Jesus undertook to build on 
this foundation ; and being followed 
by some fools, whom he persuaded 
that the holy spirit was his fa- 
ther, and his mother a virgin, these 
poor people, accustomed to give 
credit to dreams and phrenzies, 
adopted his doctrines and believed 
all that he wished. Such a birth 
had nothing marvellous in it, if we 
can likewise credit what the Tar- 
tars hold as an article of faith; that 
Gengiskan was born of a virgin; or 
what the Chinese say of their God, 
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Foe, who, they pretend, owes his 
being also toa virgin, impregnated 
by the rays. of the sun. 

This prodigy happened ata time 


when the Jews being tired of their 


God, as they were of their judges, 
wished to have, like other nations, 
one who was visible. As the num- 
ber of the incredulous was infinite, 
Jesus soon found listeners in all 
parts ; but as his extreme poverty 
was an invincible obstacle to his ele- 
vation, the Pharisees (sometimes his 
admirers, and often fearful of his au- 
dacity) praised or slandered him, 
according to the custom of an incon- 
stant people. The news of his doc- 
trine spread in a short time; but, 
destitute of forces, it was impossi- 
ble that he could succeed in the un- 
dertaking. Some sick whom he 
cured, some pretended dead whom 
he resuscitated, brought him into 
notice ; but not possessing either 
army or money, he could not do 
otherwise than perish. Had he pos- 
sessed these resources, he would 
have obtained his object as did Mo- 
ses, Mahomet, and all those who 
have had the ambition to raise them- 
selves above their equals. He might 
have been more fortunate, but he 
was not less artful than they; and 
some iraits in his history prove that 
the greatest defect in his policy was 
that of not attending sufficiently to 
his personal safety. As to the rest, 
I do not see that his measures were 
worse taken than those of the for- 
mer, since it is his law which forms 
the belief in the people who flatter 
themselves they are the wisest, best, 
and only true sect in the world. 
(To be Continued. ) 


For the Correspondent. 
FanatTicisM. 
Religion has had its fanatics of 
every sort and degree, from the 
moping puillar-monk down to the 








preacher of modern camp-meetings. 
Critchton, in his observations on 
mental derangement, notices the 
fact, that it frequently happens to 
those who are deranged, that they 
are only so in relation to some par- 
ticular subject ; and whether that 
be love or religion, on all other sub- 
jects they are perfectly rational.— 
This very well agrees with my own 
experience. 

About twenty years ago, I was 
well acquainted with a gentleman 
in the then village, now city of Troy, 
possessed of considerable travelled 
information, who had been a voyage 
to China, and to some other foreign 
countries, and who, from being 
drawn into the methodist society, 
became soon filled with the wildest 
vagaries, and the most exiravagant 
fancies immaginable. It was not 
long before he came to the conclu- 
sion that he was divinely inspired. 
He wrote and published three or 
four volumes of no inconsiderable 
bulk in proof; and by these and by 
preaching, gained at least a couple 
of dozen of proselytes. Among 
other strange conceits, he pretended 
that for two or three years he had 
committed no sin, either in thought 
or action; and that he had direct and 
familiar communication with God, 
who dictated to him the books which 
he had written. He actually went 
so far as to prophesy the precise 
period when the world should be 
destroyed ; and used up many quires 
of paper in writing to the various 


clergymen of eminence in the United - 


States, in exposition of his doctrines, 
and in challenging their confutation. 
As an instance of his strange delu- 
sion relative to this prophecy, I will 
state one fact: Being possesed 


of an excellent farm but a little way 
out of the village, which he had re- 
cently purchased, and which was 
not in the best condition, he one day 
took eccasion to ask my advice on 
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the best mode of planting out an 
orchard. After conversing on this 
and various other improvements, 
which the condition of his farm sug- 
gested, he cut short the subject by 
saying, ‘‘ that as the world would so 
soon be at an end, he would not 
trouble me nor himself farther in the 
matter.” Yet in all this madness 
there was method, He was a man 
of property, and had for many years 
been a justice of the peace ; and, 
for ought I ever heard, exercised the 
functions to the public satisfaction. 
On all other subjects but that of re- 
ligion, this gentleman conducted 
himself in a manner perfectly ration- 
al. Indeed, he was intoxicated by 
his religious zeal; but he came too 
late into the world to make much 
out of it, either in the way of gaining 
proselytes while living, or in attain- 
ing distinction after death. 

So long ago as the apostles’ time, 
the intoxication which the Christian 
religion produced, may be inferred 
to have been similar to that pro- 
duced by the juice of the grape from . 
Peter’s own declarations :—‘ Ye 
men of Judea, and also ye that dwell 
in Jerusalem, be this known unto 
you, and hearken to my word, for 
these are not drunken, as ye suppose, 
seeing it is but the third hour of the 
day.”—Acts, chap. 2, v. 14. and 15. 
Here it appears that spiritual, might 
naturally enough be taken for vinous 
drunkenness ; and that the apostle 
had nothing to urge in the premises 
to the contrary, but the early hour 
of the day.* 

Whether Peter or the multitude 
were mistaken on that occasion, I 
pretend notto determine ; but con- 
tent myself with observing, that his- 
tory records many instances of reli- 
gious men, who were never charged 
with hard drinking, and who yet ne- 
ver did a sober action in any case in 
which religion was not concerned. 
At one time, religious enthusiasts 

















have thought it meritorious to run 
mto the very embrace of death to in- 
sure applause, and an exalted situa- 
tion in heaven. At another, by per- 
forming vows of abstinence, toil, and 
danger, they have attempted to se- 
cure the same object ; and it must 
be confessed, if the applause of the 
world could be taken as a criterion 
of God’s approbation and reward in 
a future state, they had ample assu- 
rance. 

At one time, the gift of prophecy 
was considered the most unequivocal 
indication of religious distinction. — 
And men ardently wishing to be 
highly noticed, have run into the in- 
fatuation, that they were urged on by 
the eternal spirit of the great Ged, 
to deliver his decrees to the children 
of men. This delusion, originat- 
ing m a mind imbued with re- 
ligious ideas, and submitted to the 
operations of a fervid imagination, 
will be found, generally, to account 
for that loftiness, or, more properly 
speaking,*that wildness of manner, 
that fire of fluency, and that boldness 
of invective, to be seen in this spe- 
cies of writing. 

Sometimes religious fanatics have 
evinced their sincerity, and fixed de- 
termination to devote all their powers 
and faculties to God, by immoderate 
gesticulations, and the most violent 
exercises df worship. Such were 
the shakers, more particularly of the 
first stamp. Such, also were the me- 
thodist leaders thirty years ago. I 
heard of one of these who was proud 
to relate of himself, that the ‘spirit 
had so complete possession of him 
at one time, that in prayer he had 
brokena chair to pieces, and also bro- 
kena hole through the floor, by dint 
of stamping with his feet ; and that 
he was unconscious of doing either 
at the time. 

Some devotees have essayed to 
secure heaven, if not fame, by muti- 
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lating their bodies—cutting and clear- 
ing away all inlet and foul desire and 
sinful lust. These, it must be con- 
fessed, in setting their faces heaven- 
ward, were in little danger of loosing 
their way, or of being turned aside by 
the allurements uf another Eve. If 
the primitive Christians had all been 
like these, another kind of crusade 
might have happened from that which 
disgraced Europe ; but it would have 
been confined to the female world— 
The heavenly city in that case, would 
have been taken, and, we have no 
doubt, kept to this day by the victor 
band, unless, indeed, the Saracens 
had been the most ungallant men in 


the world. LooKxerR On. 
Athens, Feb. 23d, 1827. 





* It canne: appear surprising that the Jews 
should have uitributed the frenzied language and 
manner of the first preachers of Christianity to 
intoxication, when they found it established, by 
thei: own books, that the priests and prophets 
were addicted to the same vice. The priests and 
the prophets have erred through strong drink ; 
they are swallowed up with wine ; they are out 
of the way through strong drink ; they err in 
vision ; they stumble in judgment.”- (Isa. 28,7.) 
The celebrated Henry Dodwell (De Jure Lai- 
corum, p. 259) asserts, that the prophets pre- 
pared themselves to prophecy ‘ by drinking wine.’ 
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European AFFAIRS. 


It appears by the London papers, 
received to the 16th ult. that the pr- 
ous Ferdinand was procrastinating 
an answer to the remonstrance of 
the British government respecting 
the affairs of Portugal. This is at- 
tributed to the influence of the apos- 
tolics, who possessed a complete as- 
cendancy over the bigotted monarch ; 
but it was not doubted that he would 
be induced from fear, to yield to the 
wishes of the cabinet of St. James, 
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The Duke of York, bishop of Os- 


naburg, &c. §c¢ was dead, and the 
panders of royalty and partizans of 
the “ established religion” were loud 
in their praises of his “virtues and 
princely qualities.” One of these 
sycophants had even gone so far as 
to assert, in an official communica- 
tion to the Mayor of Bristol, “ that 
no prince ever lived more beloved, 
or died more justly lamented.”— 
How far these encomiums were well 
founded, our readers will be able to 
judge after perusing the following 
extracts from two I:nglish papers : 

“« Besides the Duke of York’s at- 
tachment to the excesses of the table: 
to gambling on the turf and else- 
where, and to another class of immo- 
ral indulgencies, which, without be- 
ing named, may be sufficiently com- 
prehended ; his royal highness was 
weakly—we are bound to add culpa- 
bly, as well as most unhappily, in- 
sensible to the real use of money. 
Notwithstanding the vast income af- 
forded him by the liberality of the 
British nation, he contracted enor- 
mous debts, without the means, or 
even the thought, as it would appear, 
of discharging them ; and involved 
in distress many hundreds of fami- 
lies, to whom he is now cut of fore- 
ver, and might at any time have been 
equally precluded from offering the 
smallest reparation. This is, unhap- 
pily, regarded as one among the 
most venial offences of the aristocra- 
cy of England. It is positive injus- 
tice : it may not be deliberate, but it 
is intrinsic robbery.”— Times. 

“In his affair with Mrs. Clarke, 
and in his permitting an application 
to be made to Parliament after the 
death of his mother, for an allowance 
of ten thousand pounds a year for 
performing the common filial duty of 
visiting his aged parent, whose infir- 
mities procured him the unaffected 
sympathy of all his subjects, detract- 
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ed from the popularity which his gen- 
tlemanly deportment and affability of 
manners had otherwise obtained him. 
But these circumstances would soon 
have been buried in oblivion, and he 
would have carried with him out of 
the world the unabated attachment 
of the people, who had begun to look 
upon him as’ their future sovereign, 
but for the intemperate, ill-timed, 
and uncalled for declaration of his 
sentiments on the subject of Catholic 
emancipation. Huis speech on that 
subject lost him the respect and es- 
teem of seven millions of people ; a 
sacrifice that could not!-e compensat- 
ed by the fulsome adulation of the 
zealots in whose hands he was, and 
to gratify whom it was made,” 
Bristol Mercury. 

We have ample and pleasing con- 
firmation of the intelligence, recent- 
ly communicated, that the priesthood 
in France had rendered themselves 
obnoxious, by their intolerance, to 
almost the whole population of that 
country. A work had appeared in 
Paris entitled, ‘‘ The situation of the 
clergy, of the magistracy, and of the 
ministry at the opening of the session 
of 1827, by M. Cottin, Counsellor 
and Chevalier of Honor,” which had 
occasioned great excitement among 
the privileged orders. 'The following 
extract, from the Courier Francais, 
explains the cause of this alarm: 

*« There exists at the present time 
in France aninsurmountable aversion 
to the rule of the clergy. This aver- 
sion is not founded on the integrity 
of the French character, and its de- 
testation of hypocrisy, but on a clear- 
er perception of the true spirit of the 
Evangelist. When Jesus has said 
in the most positive terms: “ My 
kingdom is not of this world,” it is 
not permitted to see a christian in a 
priest who would make of the world 
his kingdom, and who turns to the 
profit of his ambition the just respect 
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which is borne towards him as minis- 
ter of Jesus Christ. This aversion 
is founded on the passionate love of 
the French for the independence of t 
their country; and to the rights 
which ure recognized by the charter. 
The charter is, in fact, more than any 
other form of government, incompa- 
tible with the political authority of 
the clergy, since it leaves them no 
means direct or indirect to possess 
themselves of the general administra- 
tion of affairs. If the whole power 
resides in one person, it is easy for 
the clergy to possess themselves of 
his confidence ; when it is placed 
in an assembly, their object can not 
be always obtained and never without 
intrigue. For this reason (the edi- 
_tor observes) the clergy are hostile to 
the constitution, and from their at- 
tempts to overturn it arise the divi- 
sions and confusion now existing in 
France.” 

At Lyons, and other places, the 
priests embraced every opportunity 
of insulting the people. During one 
of their ridiculous processions at 
the former place in honor of a saint 
called Dizier, the shouts of “ Vive 
Dieu ! Vive Jesus! Vive la Mission! 
4 bas las incredules, les Impies,” &c. 
were vociferated by the monks, for 
the purpose of creating an excitement 
against the liberals ; but the attempt 
proved unsuccessful, and was the fol- 
lowing day censured in the public 
journals. “ To men endowed with 
common sense (observes the Pre- 
curseur de Lyon,) the cries of Vive 
Dieu, Vive Jesus, will appear absurd, 
if not blasphemous. How can any 
one wish life to the supreme Being, 
the author and principle of life? But 
these cries assume a more serious 
character from those by which they 
were accompanied. They become a 
provocation dangerous io the public 
peace. Vive Dieu and & bas les In- 
credules, signify: Accursed be those 
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who do not believe what I believe. 
Vive Jesus! Abas les impies ! may 
be interpreted: Death to all those 
that have not the same piety as my- 
self.” 

At Rome, where the will of the 
clergy is paramount to all law, the in- 
tolerant spirit was maintaine in full 
vigor. In an official document, dat- 
ed the 2d of January last, we find an 
extraordinary instance of petty vin- 
dictive persecution directed against 
the unfortunate Israelites. The most 
Rev. Father Inquisitor of the Holy 
Office of Ancona, Senigallia. etc. has 
‘in obedience to the commands of 
his Holiness Leo III” issued a circu- 
lar, ordering all Jews to dismiss their 
Christian servants, females as well as 
males, not even excepting’ such of 
the former as might be employed as 
nurses. This papal bull also prohi- 
bits the introducing into the houses 
of Jews any Christian for the purpose 
of lighting fires and candles on Fri- 
day evening, or Saturdays, or on any 
Hebrew festival whatever. The vio- 
lators of this Inquisitorial order are 
liable to severe penalties to be inflict- 
ed at ‘“‘the pleasure of the supreme 
Holy Congregation.” 

While the clergy of France and 
of Rome were thus endeavoring to 
“compel” others “ to come in,” and 
to submit to their arrogant domina- 
tion, it appears that they had aban- 
doned themselves to the commission 
of the most enormous crimes. A 
missionary, named Gautier, had been 
sentenced to three years imprison- 
ment for robbery. He had been ad- 
mitted as a novice by the monks of 
La Trappe ; but having left that con- 
vent and attached himself to the 
seminary of Foreign missions at Pa- 
ris, in an evil hour the ex-brother fix- 
ed his eye on the key-basket of the 
Superior, and, yielding no doubt to 
Satanic influence, took one of the 
keys, unlocked the Secretary, and 
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stole from the good Abbe 14954, 
francs, At Fribourg, another Apos- 
tolical missionary, named Molitor de 
Vigny, had been apprehended for a 
robbery committed at the house of a 
country Rector, and for a second 
robbery in the church of the Hospice 
of the Simplon ; and, in the same 
city, a Parisian ecclesiastic, who pre- 
tended to be a relative of the cardi- 
nal de Rohan, had been arrested for 
swindling. Does not these glaring 
outrages; these gross violations of 
every principle held sacred in socie- 
ty, justify the accusation, that the 
priesthood are the most flagitious of 
men ; that with them morality is un- 
worthy of consideration ; and that as 
long as they can obtain money to sup- 
port themselves in idleness and luxu- 
ry, they are regardless of what oth- 
ers may think or do !—There is, in 
fact, no competition among the clergy 
as to who shall perform the utmost 
good, but whe shall have the power 
of plundering and deceivingmankind. 
If the priests in the United States 
are more circumspect than the priests 
of Europe, it is only because they 
are restrained by the laws, and by 
public opinion. Had the framers of 
our constitution introduced an article 
into that document, recognizing, in 
the most distant manner, the creed 
of any religious sect, we should have 
been as much the prey of the rapaci- 
ty of churchmen as the people of any 
nation on earth. 

Wherever priestianity has the as- 
cendancy, we are sure to find the 
most lamentable instances of the 
direful effects of fanaticism. The 
following recent example appeared 
in the London Morning Herald :— 

‘** A melancholy instance of reli- 
gious fanaticism occurred a few days 
ago at Brighton. A lady, by the 
name of B , who is residing at 
a boarding-house, left her home in 
the middle of the day, and was ab- 
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sent until eight o’clock, when she 
was discovered on the Race-hill in 
the middle of the rain, which pour- 
ed in torrents. It appears that she 
had prevailed on a man, whom she 
met, to accompany her to the Downs, 
where she made him kneel by her 
side, and both continued praying, 
and occupied we suppose, in other 
religious exercises, till she was 
found as above described. How 
the man was induced, unless by the 
hope of pecuniary reward, to remain 
exposed to the drenching showers 
for so long a period, remains undis- 
covered. She took it into her be- 
wildered imagination that she was Je- 
sus Christ, and did him homage as 
such. When, at length, she was 
found by some people who were pass- 
ing that way, and who were attract- 
ed to the spot by the singula#ity of 
her situation, her draggled clothes, 
and drenched person, rendered her 
a melancholy object. She was hu- 
manely taken to her residence, and 
every care was bestowed that her 
distressing situation seemed to re- 
quire. Miss B is a maiden la- 
dy, and has moved in a very respec- 
table sphere, visiting many of the 
principal families at Brizhton.” 

The Globe, an evening paper, al- 
so published in London, states that 
an Irishman, named Prior, conceiv- 
ing himself possessed with a demon, 
had lately obtained a passport from 
the French consul in London, for 
the purpose of proceeding to the 
monastery of La Trappe, in order 
to get the monks to dispossess him. 
On setting out, he was clothed in a 
sackcolth shirt, girt round the waist, 
without hat or shoes, or indeed any 
other article of apparel besides his 
sackcloth shirt, except a pair of light 
trowsers. On reaching Calais, he 
was arrested by the police, and de- 
tained in prison till an opportunity 
offered of sending him back to Eng_ 


















land. When he was arrested, he 
was quite naked, with the exception 
of his shirt, but a Boulonnais hu- 
manely gave him a pair of trowsers. 
‘The manappeared to be sane enough 
on all points, except of the posses- 
sion of the demon, and reasoned 
well on what he called the injustice 
of sending him away from France 
when provided with a passport, 
merely because he was clothed in 
sackcloth, and went barefooted. On 
his arrival at Dover, he was provi- 
ded with twenty-five francs in silver, 
which were given to him by the po- 
lice, or by some of the religious de- 
votees in Boulogne, with whom he 
appeared to be a great favorite. In- 
deed, the good old ladies of Boulogne 
were quite indignant with the police 


for sending away this holy pilgrim. 





The Free Press Association will 
meet to-morrow, .(Sunday) at 4 
o’clock, afternoon, in the Academy, 
corner of Pearl-street and Broadway. 
A punctual attendance is desirable, 
and such of the members as may 
have books intended for donations, 
are requested to bring them to the 


meeting. 
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The Monk and the Devil.—The 
abbey of St. Quen was originally 
dedicated to the twelve apostles, but 
St. Ouen by degrees usurped their 
worship and offerings, as Becket did 
in his shrine at Canterbury those of 
God and the virgin. The different 
dukes of Normandy were its muni- 
ficent patrons, and whenever they 
came to Rouen, bestowed upon it 
liberal marks of their favor and pie- 
ty. Among others, Richard Sans 
peur, the son of Guillaume Longeu- 
epee, who succeded his father about 
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nine hundred and thirty, has been 
recorded in the chronicles as an il- 
lustrious benefactor : and so great a 
favorite was he with the saint and 
his friends, that he is reported to 
have been applied to by them on a 
singular occasion. It happened 
that a monk of the abbey had been 
beset by the tempter, and communi- 
cated his temptations to the wife of 
a bourgeois of the city. The lady 
was not inexorable, and the holy fa- 
ther was on his way one evening to 
confer with his confidante a little far- 
her concerning the said temptations, 
when, in crossing a little wooden 
bridge, he happened to fall into the 
river beneath, and was drowned. On 
which, the devil in great glee, made 
his appearance, and claimed as of 
fee, the body and soul of the unfor- 
tunate monk. But an angel, deter- 
mined on resisting this claim, pre- 
sented himself forthwith before Sa- 
tan, denying that he had any right to 
so holy a person’s remains. The 
question was a nice one, and ac- 
cordingly they carried it before duke 
Richard, who was requested to hold 
a Bed of Justice on it, he being at 
that time lying fast asleep in his 
apartment : on what law he deci- 
ded the case is not known ; but it 


" appears to have, been a standing 


one, for he gave judgment that the 
dead monk should be put on his feet 
again, and suffered to act as he 
chose ; and if he took advantage of 
his reprieve, to pursue the plan of 
wickedness he had meditated, ac- 
cording to the devil’s evidence, then 
that personage was entitled to him 
—but on the contrary, if he returned 
to his cell, that then, Satan must be 
nonsuited. This was therefore done, 
and the monk no sooner found him- 
self on terra firma, and himself again, 
than he made the best of his way 
back te the abbey, and the devil 
was thus castin damages and costs. 
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Witches. —Magic was formerly stu- 
did by most persons. It was used 
to render persons unfit for amorous 
pleasures ; was employed in ligatures 
to cure diseases ; and the Visigoths 
used to steal the sarcophagi of the 
dead for this purpose. But the 
application of magic was endless. 
There were two kinds which obtain- 
ed in England: one, that of sci- 
entific sorcery, derived from the Ara- 
bians of Spain, and consisting of ju- 
diciai astrology, divination by horo- 
scopes, cups, glasses, mirrors, swords, 
&c. ; and the other, witchcraft, of 
northern origin, implying direct 
communication with fiends Augu- 
ry formed part of the science of the 
Anglo-Saxon witches ; and it is ex- 
pressly denominated the old augury. 
The sabbath of witches was suppos- 
ed to be a nocturnal assembly on a 
Saturday, in which the devil was said 
to appear in the shape of a goat, a- 
bout whom they made several dances, 
and performed magical ceremonies. 
In order to prepare themselves for 
their meeting, they took several so- 
porific drugs ; after which they were 
fancied to fly up the chimney, and to 

ve spirited or carried through the air, 
riding on a switch to their sabbath as- 
semblies. ‘The property of convey- 
ance was communicated to broom- 
sticks by rubbing them with a parti- 
cular ointment. A cat, an animal 
highly revered by the Egyptians and 
Romans, was a sine qua non; and 
Knighton mentions persons keeping 
devils in the form of cats. They had 
particular instruments which they 
used in their arts, in the cure of head- 
ache, &c. The Anglo Saxon witch- 
es practiced the ancient augury. 
They even retained the old art of di- 
vination by cutting up victims. We 
find that, if a lover could not obtain 
his fair object, he caused her to be 
bewitched; that witches were brought 

out to enchant the engines of besieg- 
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ers ; that favour was supposed to be 
gained by witchcraft; that the prac- 
tice was firmly believed to be the 
case of extraordinary actions, and 
made the subject of accusation from 
malice. In fact, the clergy made it the 
means of intimidating and governing 
the laity, in the manner of the inqui- 
sition, by charging enemies with it, 
and so excommunicating them, and 
endangering their lives and property. 
We see horse-shoes, bowls, hawks, 
&c. nailed on doors. ‘This was one 
Roman method of preventing witch- 
craft. Brand mentions various other 
modes. The trial by immersion was 
an abuse of the cold-water ordeal. 
The right hand was tied to the left 
foot, and the left hand to the right 
foot. Ifthey swam they were strong- 
ly suspected, and exposed to the 
creater trial. It would be utterly 
impossible, in a limited work like 
this, to give the contents of the two 
large quartos forming the “ Popular 
Antiquities.” The rule observ- 
ed has been to explain superstitions 
still existing, or which throw strong 
light upon ancient manners. I shall 
therefore end this article hy observ- 
ing, that boh the word now used to 
frighten children, was the name of 
Bon, a great general, son of Odin, 
whose appellation struck immediate 
panic in- his enemies. 

St. Januarius.—An Italian priest, 
while pronouncing a panegyric on 
this saint, had brought him to hea- 
ven when he began to consider what 
place he should assign to him there. 
‘Where shall we put him,’ he said; 
‘not on the right hand of Almighty 
God, for there is our Saviour Jesus 
Christ; not on the left hand, for 
there is the Blessed Virgin; not on 
the right hand of our Saviour, for 
there is St. Peter.’ ‘ Padre,’ ex- 
claimed a lazzeroni, rising, ‘look, fa- 
ther, you may put him here,’ pointing 
to his seat, ‘ for I am going away.’ 
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The Tree of Life-—In the Ro- 
mance of Lancelot du Lake there is 
a curious account of the Tree of 
Life, which is more likely to be 
the traditionary belief of that age, 
than the invention of the mystical 
romancer who added these wild and 
incongruous fictions to the story.— 
** When Adam and Eve were expel- 
led from Paradise, Eve still carried 
in her hand, unconsciously, the fatal 
branch which she had plucked from 
the forbidden tree ; and casting her 
eyes upon it, and calling to mind all 
the evil of which it had been the oc- 
casion, she resolved that she would 
keep it forever, as a memorial of her 
great misadventure. But then she 
recollected that she had neither cof- 
fer nor hutch to keep it in,.for in 
those times it was not yetthe custom 
to have such things, so she planted 
it upright in the earth, and by the 
will of the Lord it struck root, and 
became a great tree. Now the 
trunk and the branches and the leaves 
of this tree, were all as white asa 
peeled nut, that it might be a type of 
virginity, and by reason that she who 
planted it was yet avirgin. One day 
while they were lamenting their fall 
under this tree, a voice came forth 
from it and comforted them, so that 
thenceforth they took great joy in 
beholding it, andcalled it the Tree of 
Life, and‘planted many slips from it, 
allof which grew, and were white 
like their parent stock. But when, 
by the command of the Lord, Adam 
knew Eve his wife and she conceived 
of Abel under that tree, then the 
whole tree became green, and then 
it began to flower and produce fruit, 
which it had not done till then; and 
all the young trees: which proceeded 
from it after that time, partook of the 
same nature; but those which had 
grown before continued white, after 
its former nature. And when Abel 
and his brother Cain grew up, and 
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Cain killed Abel under that tree, up- 
on the very place where he was be- 
gotten, then the tree became of the 
color of blood, and from that day 
forth it never put forth fruit or flow- 
er, neither could any young tree be 
raised from it, but it continued just 
as it was, neither bettering nor wor- 
sening. Nevertheless, the trees 
which sprang from it, retained each 
its own nature, according to the na- 
ture of the stock at the time they 
were set off. And they continued 
thus till the time of the flood, and 
the waters of the flood, which de- 
stroyed all other things, did nothing 
harm these trees, and thus they con- 
tinued till the age of Solomon.” 
Excommunication.—This existed 
as a religious punishment among the 
classical ancients and the Druids. 
The greater excommunication sepa- 
rated persons from the society of be- 
lievers, and participation of the sa- 
crament. Such excommunicants 
were not to enter the church, or 
stand near it in service-time. In the 
lesser, the parties were not to com- 
municate till absolved. It was a’sin- 
gular privilege of kings and priests, 
that if they took the sacrament with 
excommunicants, the latter were im- 
mediately restored to the commun- 
ion. ‘The ceremony consisted in 
certain anathemas, the book at the 
end suddenly closed, candles thrown 
violently on the ground, and the bells 
rung with a hideous noise. 
Religious Fairs.—The uses to 
which religious tenets are applied du- 
ring fairs in catholic countries, are 
examplified in the following anec- 
dote: “ At Lyons we purchased a 
canticle in honor of St. Suare, who 
reproved the Deity for a mistake 
concerning a late murder there ; and 
at another city we were presented 
with a sermon, literally in praise of 
drunkenness, in which every text 
is quoted from the gospel, to pro- 
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mote the sale of grapes during the 
wine-harvest; and our blessed Sa- 
viour is absolutely represented as 
the real friend of publicans and sin- 
ners.” —Braddock’s Memoirs. 
Public Schools.—The public are 
beginning to understand the wretch- 
ed system prevailing in our public 
schools, under which all. the most 
useful parts of education are sacrifi- 
ced to the tedious acquirement of a 
parrot-like ability to talk Greek and 
Latin. The following anecdote, the 
truth of which we vouch for, bears 
upon this subject: A gentleman, re- 
turning home aftera long absence 
from England, called lately upon a 
young kinsman in Westminster 
school, who had been in that foun- 
dation for a considerabte period.— 
Asking a few questions at random, 
with a view to ascertain the youth’s 
gene owledge, he said among 
other things—** Where is the Bur- 
mese empire {” The scholar an- 
swered—-“‘ | don’t know exactly; 
but it is somewhere in Africa !”— 
London Examiner. 
Idolatry.— At the last setting of 
the Society of Courland, at Mittau, 
Ahe Pastor Waltson read a memoir, 
entitled, “‘ Essay on the Mythology 
of the Lithuanians at the commence - 
ment of the 15th Century, under the 
ign of Witold, the father of Ja- 
gellou.”—-Would .any one suppose 
that, ata period so near us as the be- 
ginning of the 15th century, the in- 
habitants of Lithuania adored ser- 
pents and fire, which they took care 
to keep continually burnning in their 
temples ; and, still more strange to 
say, a hammer of prodigious size, 
to which they attributed the deliver- 
ance of the sun from its periodical 
prison! They also revered several 
forests, as *being the residence of 
their divinities ! ! 

Catholicism:-—A very striking’ spe- 
cimen of the pliancy of Catholicism 
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to the interests of despotism, appears 
conspicious in the fulsome eulogy, 
which that champion of popery, Mr. 
Daniel O’Connel, made of the exel- 
lent family which presides over that 
fortunate country, France, in his 
opening speech at the fourth Catho- 
lic meeting, held in Dublin, the 17th 
January, 1826. The next subject 
of panegyric for that gentleman’s 
oratory may be expected to be the 
pious Ferdinand VII., and perhaps 
the charitable Redschid Pacha, or 
the Chevalier sans peur et sans re- 
proche Ibrahim Pacha. They all 
serve the same sacred cause, legitir 
macy, and are entitled to the same 
oratorial ovations. The one has 
restored the Inquisition in Spain ; 
the others are endeavoring to re-es- 
tablish in Greece the liberal and hu- 
mane institutions of the Seraglia. 
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*,* Arrangements have now been 
made by which the coRRESPONDENT 
wil appear regularly every Saturday. 
Those who have signified their intention 
to patronize this work, are respect- 
fully reminded of the terms of sub- 
scription. They cannot but be aware, 
that ‘considerable outlays are requi- 
site to effect its establishment, and that 
unless a desire to see this done is ac- 
companied by pecuniary aid, they 
may, possibly, be disappointed in their 
wishes. From those ctty subscribers 
who may not feel it convenient to pay 
for awhole year in advance, the hal, 
of that sum will be accepted. 

The CorresPonvEnt will be pub- 
lished in future at 48 Pine-street, op-' 
posite Niblo’s Coffee House; and 
subscriptions continue to be received 
at 114 Fulton-street ; atthe book store 
corner of Vesey-street and Broadway; 
at the book store corner of Reed and 


' Greenwich-streets ; and at.the Bank 


Lodge, 45 William-street, near Wall- 
street. 





